RECOMMENDED TALKS:

(1) The real reason why we are tired and what to do about it | Saundra Dalton-Smith 9:34 min.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GNN4EPJzGk

(2) How to Get Up in the Morning | Zibby Lindholm 8:47 min.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-RGg4puMOM

2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

ARTICLE ASSESSMENT SCALE

CRITERIA POINTS | DESCRIPTORS
Content 3 All content points covered. Thorough and extensive coverage.
2 Major content points covered. Adequate and sufficient coverage.
1 Too few content points covered. Insufficient coverage. Some irrelevant
material.
Organisation 3 Effective organisation; excellent coherence and cohesion; proper layout.
(coherence and
Ic:f;es;)cm; 2 Adequate organization; good coherence and cohesion; problems with layout.
you
1 Lack of organization; some coherence and cohesion; problems with layout.
Language 4 Wide range of vocabulary and structures.
resources
(range of 3 Good range of vocabulary and structures.
vocabulary and
structure) 2 Adequate range of vocabulary and structures.
1 Limited range of vocabulary and structure.
Accuracy 3 No errors / minimal errors.
(vocabulary,
grammar, 2 A few errors in complex structures.
spelling,
punctuation) 1 Frequent errors, both in complex and simple structures.
ApF.Jropnacy of 2 Consistent use of neutral / semi-formal register.
register
1 Inconsistent use of neutral / semi-formal register.
Total
(out of 15)
NOTES

e Length — between 250 — 300 words. If the text is shorter or longer, the final score is adjusted
as agreed by the evaluation committee.

e Spelling — British and American varieties are acceptable.

e Contractions are acceptable.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGNN4EPJzGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-RGg4puMOM

2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

WRITING TASK: AN ARTICLE

You are going to write an article for an English website.

Before writing, you are going to watch a short video presentation.

The video will be shown twice.

You can take notes if you wish. Use this sheet for your notes.

After viewing the video presentation, you will have 60 minutes to write your article.

You must follow this plan:
- give a short summary of the content of the talk;
- express your opinion / emotions, describe your experience in relation to the topic
discussed;
- comment on the speaker’s presentation skills (manner of speaking, visuals etc.).

Write at least 250 words, but no more than 300 words.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION ASSESSMENT SCALE

CRITERIA SCORE DESCRIPTORS

CONTENT

Opinion, comment (Relevance, coherence, fluency)

3 All ideas relevant; coherent; easy to follow.

2 Most ideas relevant; quite coherent; rather easy to follow.
1 Too few ideas; lack of coherence; may be difficult to follow.

Language resources (Range , clarity, precision)

4 Wide range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is always clear and precise.

3 Good range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is always clear and precise.

2 Adequate range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is generally clear and precise.

1 Limited range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is often not clear or precise.

DELIVERY

Interaction, cooperation

3 Excellent use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; excellent cooperation
with the interlocutor.

2 Good use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; good cooperation with
the interlocutor.

1 Adequate use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; adequate
cooperation with the interlocutor.

Accuracy

4 Excellent control of simple and complex language structures; no / minor accuracy errors.

3 Good control of simple and complex language structures; occassional errors in complex
structures.

2 Adequate handling of simple language structures; problems occur with complex structures.

1 Poor handling of language structures; problems occur with both complex and simple structures.

Total

(out of 14)

NOTE: Summary by Student A and conclusion by Student B are NOT assessed.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION -1

You are going to read a news item.
You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A),
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people described in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Man survives 14 hours 'clinging to sea rubbish’

Vidam Perevertilov spent 14 hours in the water after he fell off the cargo ship into the
Pacific Ocean. The 52-year-old, who was not wearing a life jacket, credits his decision to
swim towards a "black dot" several kilometres away with saving his life. It turned out to
be a fishing buoy, which he held onto until his rescue.

"He looked very tired but he was alive," his son Marat told New Zealand news site. Mr
Perevertilov is the Lithuanian chief engineer of the Silver Supporter. Following a shift in
the engine room pumping fuel, he felt "hot and dizzy". He walked out onto the deck,
before falling off. Unaware that a man had fallen overboard, the ship sailed away.

After struggling to stay afloat, Mr Perevertilov noticed a black speck on the horizon and
decided to swim towards it. "It was just a piece of sea rubbish," said Marat.

It took ship crew about six hours to notice that their engineer was missing, at which
point the captain turned the ship around. When Mr Perevertilov finally saw his ship in
the horizon, he waved and called out. Remarkably, one of the ship's passengers heard
the "weak, human shout". A lookout spotted a raised hand later on, and eventually
pulled the sailor on board.

"His will to survive was strong... | probably would have drowned straight away, but he
always kept himself fit and healthy and that's why | think he could survive," said Marat.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION - 2

You are going to read a news item.
You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people described in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

China court orders man to pay wife for housework

According to Beijing court, Chen filed for divorce last year from his wife Wang, after
getting married in 2015. She was reluctant to a divorce at first, but later requested
financial compensation, arguing that Chen had not shouldered any housework or
childcare responsibilities for their son. Beijing Court ruled in her favour, ordering him to
pay her monthly alimony of 2,000 yuan for the housework she has done.

The ruling was made according to the new civil code in the country, which came into
effect this year. Under the new law, a spouse can to seek compensation in a divorce if
he or she bears more responsibility in child raising, caring for elderly relatives, and
assisting partners in their work.

On social media, the case sparked heated debate, with a related hashtag viewed more
than 570 million times. Some social media users pointed out that 50,000 yuan for five
years' of work was too little. Others said that men should assume more household
duties in the first place.

According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
Chinese women spend nearly four hours a day on unpaid work - roughly 2.5 times that
of men. It is higher than the average in OECD countries, where women spend twice the
amount of time as men on unpaid work.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION -3

You are going to read a news item.
You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people described in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Some Australian states ease curbs on dancing

Two Australian states will loosen restrictions on dancing at indoor venues and ease
other curbs after several weeks of no COVID-19 cases.

In New South Wales, 30 people will be allowed to dance at weddings and 30 people will
be able to sing indoors together, up from 5 currently. Households will also be allowed to
host 50 guests, up from 30. The move comes after the state had no locally acquired
infections for 38th dayd and as the country entered a nationwide vaccination
programme. "With the rollout of the vaccine now underway and no new cases, we are
able to make further changes," state Premier told reporters.

Restrictions are also being eased in South Australia. Dancing will be now allowed at
smaller venues with capacity of less than 200 people, while at bigger venues, 50 can
dance at a time at a designated area.

The state will also drop testing requirements for visitors from Melbourne. Although
there have been cases among returning citizens from abroad, Australia has largely
contained community transmission of the virus with mandatory mask-wearing on public
transport and snap lockdowns.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION -4

You are going to read a news item.
You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people described in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Hi, Robot: Japan's android pets ease virus isolation

Nami Hamaura says she feels less lonely working from home thanks to her singing
companion Charlie, one of a new generation of cute and clever Japanese robots whose
sales are booming in the pandemic. Technology firms in Japan are reporting huge
demand for humanlike robots, as people seek companionship during isolation.

"I felt my circle became very small," Hamaura, who has worked remotely since April
2020. With socialising limited, her first job is nothing like she imagined when she was a
student. So she adopted Charlie, a mug-sized robot with a round head, red nose and
flashing bow-tie, who converses with its owner in song. "He is there for me to chat with
as someone other than family, or friends on social networks," Hamaura said.

"Charlie, tell me something interesting," she asks while typing at her dining table. "Well,
well... balloons burst when you spray lemon juice!" he replies in a singing voice,
cheerfully tilting his head to each side.

Among other robot pets offered by Japanese manufacturers are Robohon, which talks,
dances and is also a working phone; Qoobo, a fluffy pillow with a mechanical tail that
wiggles like a real pet; and Lovot, a robot the size of a small toddler, with big round eyes
and penguin-like wings that flutter up and down.

In Japan, robots feel normal in everyday life because they are in so many Japanese
children's films and cartoons.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

PAIR DISCUSSION -5

You are going to read a news item.
You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people described in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

LRT launches English language podcast — Culture Nerve
LRT RADIO is launching the first English-language podcast, Culture Nerve.

In each bi-weekly episode, a Lithuanian and a foreign expert will sit down for a virtual
talk to share their thoughts on what matters most in culture. This podcast is created
together with the network of Lithuania’s cultural attachés in foreign countries.

“The Lithuanian cultural attachés wish to contribute even more to the creation of LRT’s
cultural content. Our cultural professionals maintain extensive international relations:
they constantly encounter interesting people from the world of culture whose ideas do
not always reach Lithuania,” said Juta Liutkevicituté-Kiudé, host of the podcast.

“Their valuable conversations about society, culture in general, and remarkably similar
or radically different contexts — depending on the country — often remain in closed
circles; thus, the Lithuanian cultural attachés suggested that we create this type of
podcast. The main idea of Culture Nerve is to stimulate discussion about culture and art
among different countries”.

In the first episode, Italian professor Roberto Farneti meets historian and diplomat
professor Irena Vaisvilaité to discuss what the Soviet and fascist regimes have left
behind in their native countries and how to deal with difficult historical events and their
legacy in different countries.

All episodes will be available to listen on LRT’s Audioteka, LRT English, and on Spotify.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK ASSESSMENT SCALE

SCORE DESCRIPTORS

Summary of text

3 Effective summary of the Lithuanian text in English.
2 Adequate summary of the Lithuanian text in English.
1 Poor summary of the Lithuanian text in English.

Opinion, comment (relevance, coherence)

3 All ideas relevant and coherent; easy to follow.
2 Most ideas relevant and coherent; quite easy to follow.
1 Some irrelevance or incoherence may be noticed.

Language resources (lexico-grammatical structures)

3 Wide range of language resources; always used clearly and precisely to convey the content.

2 Good range of language resources; most often used clearly and precisely to convey the content.
1 Adequate range of language resources; lack of clarity and precision may be noticed.

Fluency

2 Maintains a smooth flow of language with natural hesitation.

1 Maintains a flow of language; hesitation occurs when searching for language resources.
Accuracy

3 Excellent control of simple and complex lexico-grammatical structures; no errors / a few minor

errors in complex structures.

2 Good control of simple and complex lexico-grammatical structures; occassional errors in
complex structures.

1 Adequate handling of simple lexico-grammatical structures; problems may occur with both
simple and complex structures.

Pronunciation

2 Clear articulation. Effective intonation.
1 Most text is articulated clearly. Adequate intonation.
Total

(out of 16)




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK -1

— Read a short text in Lithuanian

— Summarise the text in English

— Share your thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic
Preparation time 2-3 minutes.
You can make notes if you wish.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

JELECLe &

Muziejai nusivylé — Vyriausybé net nesvarsté kultiiros jstaigy atvérimo klausimo

llgai lauke galimybés atnaujinti veikla muziejai ir galerijos liko nusivyle — Vyriausybé net
nesvarste kulttros jstaigy atvérimo klausimo.

Nacionalinio Ciurlionio dailés muziejaus vadoveé teigia, kad atidarymui jau pasirenge visi
padaliniai. Per karanting muziejus prarado 54 tukstancius eury, taciau biliety nebrangins.

O Traky salos pilies muziejus nusprendé kelti biliety kainas nuo 8 iki 12 eury. Muziejus
sukuré naujy edukacijos programy ir noréty atverti duris bent jau Kovo 11-3j3.

Apie biliety kainy didinimg svarsto ir Siuolaikinio meno muziejus MO Vilniuje. Planuojama,
kad bilietas kainuos ne 7, 0 9 eurus. Muziejaus vadové sako, kad Vyriausybé galéty priimti
lankstesniy sprendimy — nedaryti totalinio muziejy uzdarymo arba atidarymo, o
reguliuoti, atsizvelgiant j situacijg, plotg ir Zzmoniy kiekj per valanda.”




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK -2

— Read a short text in Lithuanian

— Summarise the text in English

— Share your thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic
Preparation time 2-3 minutes.
You can make notes if you wish.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Jsimintiniausiu 2020 m. Kauno menininku iSrinktas Sokéjas Mantas Stabacinskas
Sokéjas Mantas Stabacinskas jvertintas uz brandzia kiiryba bei aktyvig visuomenine veikla.

Siuo metu Mantas kuria $okio spektaklj neregiams, anks¢iau renge kirybines laboratorijas
negalig turinCiy asmeny centre. Menininkas domisi socialiniu Sokiu ir kaip Sokis gali
pagerinti asmens dvasine savijauta.

,Sokis iglaisvina. A% noriu ta laisvés potyrj duoti kitiems Zmonéms, kurie sako ,a$ tikrai
negaliu Sokti, nes as sédziu vézimélyje”. AS juos paskatinu, ir tada tie Zmonés patys
atranda judesio dziaugsma®“, — pasakoja Sokéjas.

»Reikia buti atviru ir smalsiu, jei nori pazinti Siuolaikinj Sokj. Yra Zmoniy, kurie sako, ,Sokis
ir Sokio teatras ne man“, bet as sakau, jums butina pamatyti ne vieng spektaklj, kuo
daugiau pamatai, tuo daugiau ateina patirties ir tada yra lengviau ,susikalbéti” Sokéjams
ir Zidrovams“, — tikina Sokéjas.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK -3

— Read a short text in Lithuanian

— Summarise the text in English

— Share your thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic
Preparation time 2-3 minutes.
You can make notes if you wish.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Kodél virtualioje realybéje daugiau pramogaujame nei mokomeés?

Virtualios realybés (VR) akiniy naudojimas pramogoms yra paplites, taciau, pasak VGTU
profesoriaus Arturo Serackio, VR technologijos Svietimo srityje dar mazZai pazengusios.

,Siuo metu VR akiniy paplitimas yra labai mazas. Net jeigu jtrauktume visas alternatyvas,
kai VR akiniai sukonstruojami is iSmaniojo telefono ir laikiklio, turime nepamirsti, kad bus
reikalingi iSmanieji valdikliai, o tam reikia, mokinys turéty visavertj kompiuterj“.

VR akiniai nerekomenduojami jaunesniems nei 12 mety vaikams, nes vaikai gali prarasti
pusiausvyrg, susizaloti, o ilgesnis naudojimas gali padaryti neigiamg jtaka jy koordinacijai.

Kaip pandemija paveiké kompiuteriniy Zaidimy industrijg galima nesunkiai nuspéti. JAV
kompiuteriniy Zaidimy pardavimai padidéjo 34 proc., rinkoje jautési VR akiniy trakumas.
Pramogy paslaugas teikiantys verslininkai pradéjo organizuoti gimtadienius nuomodami
VR technologijas. ,Tai lyg proga draugams pabuti kartu gimtadienio metu, o taip pat ir
proga susipazinti ir pazaisti su VR jranga“, — sako profesorius.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK -4

— Read a short text in Lithuanian

— Summarise the text in English

— Share your thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic
Preparation time 2-3 minutes.
You can make notes if you wish.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Vilniaus knygy mugés 2021-aisiais nebus

Dél pandemijos ir renginiy ribojimo Vilniaus knygy mugés (VKM) organizatoriai nusprendé
2021-asiais mugeés nerengti.

»,Norédami islaikyti ilgametes tradicijas susitikti su knygy autoriais bei jsigyti knygy,
informuojame, kad Vilniaus knygy mugeé vyks 2022 m. vasario 24-27 d. Pasimatysime
kitgmet didziausiame ateinanéiy mety renginyje ir mégausimés knygy pristatymais,
aktualiomis diskusijomis, unikaliais koncertais ir susitikimais su autoriais”, — pabrézia
mugeés organizatoriai.

,1ai, be abejo, nestebinantis sprendimas, to ir buvo tikimasi, bet vis délto knygoms skirti
renginiai vyksta, kad ir per atstuma. Dékui visiems uz jy darbg jrasant knygy pristatymus,
pokalbius, diskusijas ir davusiems galimybe tai pamatyti online. LiGdéjau, negalédama
skristi i Lietuva ir apsilankyti mugéje, bet vaizdo jrasai tikrai dziugina. Lauksim kitos knygy
muges, gyva Sventé dar tikrai bus,” — komentavo nuolatiné mugés lankytoja.




2021 ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST (FORMS 9-10)

INDIVIDUAL TALK -5

— Read a short text in Lithuanian

— Summarise the text in English

— Share your thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic
Preparation time 2-3 minutes.
You can make notes if you wish.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Kviecia moksleivius dalyvauti konkurse

Kino mokykla , Youngblood” ir festivalis , Kino pavasaris“ kvieCia moksleivius jsijausti j
kino rezisieriaus profesijg ir dalyvauti trumpyjy filmy (2 min. ilgio) konkurse.

UZduotis — sukurti filmg tema ,Kg pastebéjau savo aplinkoje ir noréciau pakeisti?“
Filmai gali bati jvairiy Zanry (vaidybinio, dokumentinio, eksperimentinio), techniskai
vizualUs arba nufilmuoti mobiliuoju telefonu. Tikimés suzinoti, apie kg Siandien masto
paaugliai ir kaip naudoja kino kalbg savo mintims iSreiksti“, — teigé organizatoriai.

Geriausiy kdriniy autoriai bus apdovanoti festivalio , Kino pavasasaris” ,,watch party”
(filmy perziGros vakaréliu sau ir savo draugams). Tikimasi, kad Sis konkursas
moksleivius paskatins ne tik kurti filmus, bet ir kalbéti apie legaly turinj kino pasaulyje.

,Lietuvoje vis dar opi nelegalaus filmy Zitréjimo problema. Todél labai svarbu apie tai
kalbétis su jaunagja karta. Tokj pokalbj lengviausia uzmegzti per klrybinj procesg,
kuriame atsiskleidZia kino ktrimo grozis ir isSukiai“, — teigé organizatoriai.







