2019 M. ANGLY KALBOS KONKURSAS (9-10 KL.)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST 2019 (FORMS 9-10)

Konkurso uzduociy struktara (1 lapas)
Pasirengimas (1 lapas)
Rekomenduojamy video prezentacijy sgrasas (1 lapas)
Vertinimo kriterijai (angly kalba) (3 lapai)
o Rasinio / straipsnio
o Monologo / pasisakymo
o Dialogo / diskusijos
UZduotis rastu (5 lapai)
UZduotys Zodziu
o Monologas / Pasisakymas (6 lapai)

o Dialogas / Diskusija (12 lapy)




KONKURSO UZDUOCIY STRUKTURA

UZDUOTIES UZDUOTYS TASKAI LAIKAS
TIPAS

RASTU Rasinys / Straipsnis. 15 Video prezentacijos perzilrai (2
Minimalus Zodziy skaicius — 250. kartus) skiriama apie 20 min.
Maksimalus ZodZiy skaicius — 300. Rasymui skiriama iki 60 min.
Rasymo uzduotis atliekama IS viso apie 80 min.
pazilréjus trumpg (apie 10 min.)
video prezentacija.

Prezentacija Zitrima du kartus.

Z0DZIU Monologas: 16 Pasirengimui skiriama 2-3 min.
Pasisakymas aptariant Pasisakymui skiriama 1-2 min.
perskaityta trumpa naujieng IS viso mokiniui iki 5 min.
(naujienos tekstas lietuviy kalba).

Dialogas: 14 Pasirengimui skiriama 2 min.

Diskusija aptariant perskaityta
naujieny (angly k.) teksta.

Diskusijai skiriama 3 min.

IS viso 5 min. mokiniy porai.

Abiejy kalbéjimo uzduociy taskai sudedami ir dalijami i$ dviejy.

Maksimalus tasky skaicius uz kalbéjimg — 15 tasky.

IS VISO

30 tasky

KOMANDINE UZDUOT] rajono (miesto) komisija organizuoja savo nuofiira.

Si uzduotis vertinama neformaliai. Rekomenduojamos uzduotys:

LOBIY PAIESKA IR PRISTATYMAS

Temos: Mano miestas / Mano regionas / Mano 3alis.

Potemés: Vietovés / Zmoneés / Istorija / Renginiai.

Formatai: skelbimas, skrajuté, plakatas, eilérastis, daina, vaidybinis etiudas, skaidriy Sou, filmukas.

UZduoties pavyzdZiai::

e Sukurkite skaidriy Sou ,, Aplankykite mano miestg”“.
e Sukurkite vaidybinj etiudg ,,SusipaZinkite su mano miesto Zmonémis”.
e Sukurkite skelbimg ,Kvie¢iame j miesto tradicinius renginius”.
e Sukurkite eilérastj / daing ,,Mano miestas — pats Sauniausias”.

PROTY MUSIS

Temos: Lietuvos istorija, garsis Zzmonés, lankytinos vietos ir pan.

Formatai: Proty masis su vaizdine megziaga / be vaizdinés medzZiagos.




PASIRENGIMAS

UZDUOTYS LAPAI PASIRENGIMAS
RASTU | Vireliai kodavimui. | 2 lapai Parengti kopijas kiekvienam mokiniui.
Surasyti kodus pries iSdalijant uzduotis
dalyviams.
Surinkti pirmuosius virSelius su dalyviy
pavardémis.
Rasinys / Straipsnis. | 1 lapas — Pasirinkti video prezentacijg is
Ragymo uzduotis ugduvotls ir vieta rekomenduojamy.
atliekama uzrasams. Siekiant iSvengti interneto trikdZiy
pazilréjus trumpa 1 lapas — olimpiados dieng, patartina video
video prezentacijg. | juodrastis. prezentacijg iSsaugoti laikmenoje.
Prezentacija ZiGrima | 1 lapas — Parengti uzduoties lapy kopijas dalyviams.
du kartus. svarrastis. Parengti vertinimo lentelés kopijas
1 lapas — vertintojams.
;/ertlr:l.mo Jei vertinimo rezultatus norime pateikti
entele. mokiniams, reikia parengti tiek kopijy, kiek
yra mokiniy. Vertintojai apveda baly skaiciy
pagal kiekvieng kriterijy, o bendrg balg jraso
apacioje. Pasibaigus konkursui, vertinimo
lentelés atiduodamos mokiniams.
Z0DZIU | Monologas : 6 uzduodiy lapai Pasirinkti norimas citatas.
su skirtingomis Parengti uzduociy kopijas dalyviams ir
naujienomis. vertintojams.
1 lapas — Pare'ngtlivertlmmo lentelés kopijas
. komisijai.
vertinimo
lentelé. Jei vertinimo rezultatus norime pateikti
mokiniams, reikia parengti tiek kopijy, kiek
yra mokiniy. Vertintojai apveda baly skaiciy
pagal kiekvieng kriterijy, o bendrg balg jraso
apacioje. Pasibaigus konkursui, vertinimo
lentelés atiduodamos mokiniams.
Dialogas: 6 uzduociy Parengti uzduociy komplekty kopijas
Diskusija pagal komp.le.kt.al . dalyviams ir vertintojams.
. (Mokiniui A ir . . . .
perskaityta o Parengti vertinimo lentelés kopijas
. Mokiniui B). e
naujieny teksta. komisijai.
1 'aPa? B Jei vertinimo rezultatus norime pateikti
vertinimo L - . .. .
) mokiniams, reikia parengti tiek kopijy, kiek
lentelé.

yra mokiniy. Vertintojai apveda baly skaiciy
pagal kiekvieng kriterijy, o bendrg balg jraso
apacioje. Pasibaigus konkursui, vertinimo
lenteles galima atiduoti mokiniams.




REKOMENDUOJAMOS VIDEO PREZENTACIJOS

How can we become more self-motivated?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RunccTBhC4s

Being an introvert is a good thing.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00AJsPFH2wk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RunccTBhC4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oAJsPFH2wk

ARTICLE ASSESSMENT SCALE

CRITERIA SCORE DESCRIPTORS
Content 3 All content points covered. Thorough and extensive coverage.

2 Major content points covered. Adequate and sufficient coverage.

1 Too few content points covered. Insufficient coverage. Some irrelevant

material.
Organisation 3 Effective organisation; excellent coherence and cohesion; proper layout.
(coherence
and . 2 Adequate organization; good coherence and cohesion; problems with
cohesion; layout
layout) 1 :
Lack of organization; some coherence and cohesion; problems with layout.

Language 4 Wide range of vocabulary and structure.
resources
(range of 3 Good range of vocabulary and structure.
vocabulary
and 2 Adequate range of vocabulary and structure.
structure)

1 Limited range of vocabulary and structure.
Accuracy 3 No errors / minimal errors.
(vocabulary,
grammar, 2 A number of errors, but they do not obscure communication.
spelling,
punctuation) 1 Frequent errors, some of which may obscure communication.
Apprqprlacy 2 Consistent use of neutral / semi-formal register.
of register

1 Inconsistent use of neutral / semi-formal register.
Total 15
NOTES

e Length — between 250 —300 words. If the text is shorter or longer, the final score is adjusted

as agreed by the evaluation committee.

e Spelling — British and American varieties are acceptable.

e Contractions are acceptable.




INDIVIDUAL TALK
ASSESSMENT SCALE

SCORE DESCRIPTORS

Summary of text

3 Effective summary of the Lithuanian text in English.

2 Adequate summary of the Lithuanian text in English.

1 Poor summary of the Lithuanian text in English.

Opinion, comment (relevance, coherence)

3 All ideas relevant and coherent; easy to follow.

2 Most ideas relevant and coherent; quite easy to follow.

1 Some irrelevance or incoherence may be noticed.

Language resources (lexico-grammatical structures)

3 Wide range of language resources; always used clearly and precisely to convey the content.

2 Good range of language resources; most often used clearly and precisely to convey the content.

1 Adequate range of language resources; lack of clarity and precision may be noticed.

Fluency

2 Maintains a smooth flow of language with natural hesitation.

1 Maintains a flow of language; hesitation occurs when searching for language resources.

Accuracy

3 Excellent control of simple and complex lexico-grammatical structures; no errors / a few minor
errors in complex structures.

2 Good control of simple and complex lexico-grammatical structures; occassional errors in
complex structures.

1 Adequate handling of simple lexico-grammatical structures; problems may occur with both
simple and complex structures.

Pronunciation

2 Clear articulation. Effective intonation.

1 Most text is articulated clearly. Adequate intonation.

Total Assessor’s signature and comment.

(out of 16)




PAIR DISCUSSION
ASSESSMENT SCALE

CRITERIA SCORE DESCRIPTORS

CONTENT

Opinion, comment (Relevance, coherence, fluency)

3 All ideas relevant; coherent; easy to follow.

2 Most ideas relevant; quite coherent; rather easy to follow.

1 Too few ideas; lack of coherence; may be difficult to follow.

Language resources (Range , clarity, precision)

4 Wide range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is always clear and precise.

3 Good range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is always clear and precise.

2 Adequate range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is generally clear and precise.

1 Limited range of lexico-grammatical structures; the meaning is often not clear or precise.

DELIVERY

Interaction, cooperation

3 Excellent use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; excellent cooperation
with the interlocutor.

2 Good use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; good cooperation with the
interlocutor.

1 Adequate use of strategies to initiate discussion and respond to questions; adequate cooperation
with the interlocutor.

Accuracy

4 Excellent control of simple and complex language structures; no / minbor accuracy errors.

3 Good control of simple and complex language structures; occassional errors in complex structures.

2 Adequate handling of simple language structures; problems occur with complex structures.

1 Poor handling of language structures; problems occur with both complex and simple structures.

Total Assessor’s signature and comment.

(out

of 14)




2019 M. ANGLY KALBOS KONKURSAS (9-10 KL.)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST 2019 (FORMS 9-10)

Sis virselis skirtas kodavimui.
Dalyvio kodgq jraso komisija pries iSdalindama uZduotis dalyviams.

Dalyvis uZpildo savo duomenis ir grqgZina $j virselj komisijai pries atlikdamas uZduotis.

Dalyvio kodas

(pildo komisija)

Dalyvio vardas, pavardeé

(pildo dalyvis)

Dalyvio mokykla

(pildo dalyvis)




2019 M. ANGLY KALBOS KONKURSAS (9-10 KL.)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONTEST 2019 (FORMS 9-10)

Sis virselis skirtas rasymo uZduoties vertinimo fiksavimui.

Dalyvio kodgq jraso komisija pries iSdalindama uZduotis dalyviams.

Dalyvis grgZina sj virselj komisijai kartu su atliktomis uZduotimis.

Dalyvio kodas

(pildo komisija)

UZDUOTIS RASTU MAKSIMALUS TASKY SURINKTA TASKY SURINKTA TASKY
SKAICIUS (1 vertintojas) (2 vertintojas)
Straipsnis (article) 15
1 VERTINTOJAS (parasas)
2 VERTINTOJAS (parasas)

KOMISIJOS PIRMININKAS (parasas)




AN ARTICLE

You are going to write an article for an English website.

Before writing, you are going to watch a short video presentation. The video will be shown twice.

You can take notes if you wish. Use this sheet for your notes.

After viewing the video presentation, you will have 60 minutes to write your article.

You must follow this plan:

give a short summary of the content of the talk;

formulate the main message;

respond to the message of the talk (your opinion / emotions / knowledge / experience in
relation to the topic discussed);

comment on the speaker’s presentation skills (manner of speaking, visuals etc.).

Use the sheets provided for your draft and your final version.

Write at least 250 words, but no more than 300 words.

Give a title to your article.

USE THIS SPACE FOR YOUR NOTES WHILE WATCHING THE PRESENTATION




USE THIS SHEET TO WRITE YOUR DRAFT

You can use both sides of the sheet if necessary.




USE THIS SHEET TO WRITE YOUR FINAL VERSION
You must write at least 250 words but no more than 300 words.

You can use both sides of the sheet if necessary.

TITLE:




INDIVIDUAL TALK -1

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

-

Nacionaliniam diktantui aktyviausiai rengiasi Vilniaus jmonés ir Zemaitijos mokyklos

TrisdeSimt Vilniaus verslo jmoniy ketina rasyti Nacionalinj diktantg, kuris vyks kovo 8 dieng. Diktantui
itin aktyviai rengiasi Zemaitijos mokyklos. ,Reikalavimas dalyviams yra vienas — turéti popieriaus,
rasiklj ir galimybe klausyti radijo transliacijos. Dziaugiamés sulauke dalyviy, kurie dalyvaus projekte
jau ne pirma kartg, o Siemet pasikvieté ir kolegy. Barys tikinciy, kad rasyti lietuviskai taisyklingai yra
svarbu, kasmet didéja“, — saké organizatoré Vytauté Smaizyté. Diktantg planuoja radyti bankininkai,
inZinieriai, informaciniy technologijy specialistai, medikai, kariskiai, policininkai. Prie diktanto gerbéjy
birio aktyviai jungiasi Mazeikiy, Plungeés, Rietavo, Silutés ir Raseiniy ugdymo jstaigos.




INDIVIDUAL TALK-2

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

»Kino pavasarj” Siemet aplankys net 19 Lietuvos miesty

»Kokybisku kinu siekiame pradZiuginti kuo daugiau Ziirovy. Pernai festivalis vyko 11 miesty, Siemet
jau 19. Tai jrodo, kad auga jdomaus ir prasmingo turinio filmy poreikis. Visus kviesime atéjus j kino
sale pabudinti savo vaizduote”, — sako festivalio organizatorius Algirdas Ramaska. Atrinkti 27
ilgametraziai filmai, tarp jy — 5 lietuviy darbai. Bus parodyti ir 5 trumpametraziai lietuviy filmai. Visus
miestus sujungs bendras dienos filmas. ,MazZesniy miesty gyventojai galés pamatyti Kany kino
festivalio laimétoja tuo pat metu, kaip ir didZiyjy miesty gyventojai. Siemet tarp dienos filmy bus ir
romantiniy komedijy, ir veiksmo istorijy“, — sako A. Ramaska.




INDIVIDUAL TALK-3

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Jauniausia troleibuso vairuotoja seka tévo pédomis

Prie$ porg savaiciy Vilniaus gatvémis iSriedéjo jauniausia troleibuso vairuotoja Justina. Jai neseniai
suéjo 21-eri, o pirma kartg prie vairo sédo 14-o0s. Mergina tesia Seimos profesijg, mat troleibusy
vairuotojais dar dirba jos tétis, brolis ir teta. Dukra ir tétis vazinéja tuo paciu troleibuso marsrutu.
Kasdien jie nuvaziuoja po 120 kilometry. Tévai ir draugai jos sprendimg palaiko, mat mergina nuo pat
vaikystés to atkakliai sieké. , Kai pasakau, kuo uzsiimu, aplinkiniai stebisi: stotelése kai kurie Zmoneés j
mane spokso, o paZjstami galvoja, kad tai sunkus darbas. Taciau as Sio darbo labai noréjau, tad man
tikrai néra nei sunku, nei baisu”, — pripazjsta Justina.




INDIVIDUAL TALK-4

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Tokijo olimpinése Zaidynése — nejprasti medaliai: juos gamins i$ atlieky

Kasmet pasaulyje iSmetama milijonai tony naudoty mobiliyjy telefony ir kity elektroniniy jrenginiy,
nors juose yra daug vertingy metaly. Vienas geriausiy pavyzdziy, kaip atliekos panaudojamos
naujiems gaminiams, yra 2020 mety Tokijo olimpinés ir parolimpinés Zaidynés — Siy Zaidyniy
nugalétojai bus apdovanojami medaliais, kuriy gamybai bus naudojami i$ Japonijos namy tkiy
surinkti seni mobilieji telefonai ir kiti smulkis elektroniniai jrenginiai (skaitmeniniai fotoaparatai,

......

tauriuosius metalus i$ viso bus pagaminta mazdaug 5 tlkst. aukso, sidabro ir bronzos medaliy.




INDIVIDUAL TALK-5

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

Suzaistas devintas LRT organizuojamas interaktyvus Zaidimas ,,Prototo”

Sjkart laiméti pagrindinj priza — i§manujj telefong ,,iPhone XS“ — panoro daugiau nei 8 tiikst. Zmoniy.
Sékmeé nusiSypsojo moksleivei Mildai. Milda viktoring Zaidé kartu su sese, kuri ir paskatino parsisiysti
Sig programéle. Mergina sako Zaidusi trecig kartg ir, nors teko paspélioti, trecias kartas tikrai
nemelavo. Anot Mildos, laiméti ji nesitikéjo. , Tai buvo sékmés reikalas”, — sako ji. Laidg
,Takstantmecio vaikai“ mégstanti Zitréti moksleivé sako, kad klausimai buvo jdomus dél to, nes ne
daZnai pasitaikantys ir is jvairiy sriciy. Paskutinio klausimo teisingg atsakyma pasirinko 9 Zmonés, is
kuriy burty keliu iSrinkta laimétoja. Sveikiname Mildg!




INDIVIDUAL TALK-6

You have just read a short text in Lithuanian. Your task is:

- tosummarise the text in English;
- to share your own thoughts / emotions / knowledge / experience related to the topic.

Preparation time 2-3 minutes. You can make notes if you wish in the space below.

You will have 1-2 minutes to give your talk.

] tarptautine kosmoso stotj iki 2021 mety pabaigos bus iSskraidinti du kosmoso turistai

Rusijos kosmoso agentiira “Roskosmos” praneseé, kad susitaré su JAV bendrove “Space Adventure” iki
2021 mety pabaigos nusiysti j Tarptautine kosmoso stotj (TKS) du kosmoso turistus. Sios dvi
kompanijos pasirasé sutartj dél dviejy neprofesionaliy kosmonauty trumpalaikiy skrydziy vienu
erdvélaiviu j TKS”. Rusijos ir JAV jmoné bendradarbiauja nuo 2001 mety, kai j orbitg iSskrido pirmasis
kosmoso turistas amerikietis Dennisas Tito. Per tg laikotarpj j TKS pagal kosmoso turizmo programg
skrido septyni Zmonés, vienas jy — Charlesas Simonyi — du kartus. Jau pradéta gaminti nauja raketa ir
erdveélaivis. Siy aparaty gamybos i$laidas padengs patys keleiviai, kuriy vardy kol kas neskelbiama.




PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 1.

Sam Kerr the 'female version of Ronaldo and Messi'

After being confirmed as the new Matildas captain for the 2019 Women's World Cup, Sam Kerr has
been described as the female equivalent of the football legends Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi.

Sam Kerr will lead Australia into action against New Zealand, as the Matildas hope to win the Cup of
Nations in their home country. It will be Kerr's first hit as team captain out in the green.

Kerr most recently guided Perth Glory team to the grand final and finished as the top scorer, leaving
football commentator Andy Harper in awe of her footballing ability. "We're going to be privileged to
watch an internationally recognised athlete through the prime of her career and enjoy the ride,"
Harper told.

“Hopefully things can work out with the team in the short term and they can really aim up at the World
Cup. If they do, Sam Kerr will be at the centre of what they’re achieving, and it will be thrilling viewing.
“I’ve had the privilege of watching her many, many times live through W-League and Matildas matches
and it’s exhilarating.

“When she drops the clutch, turns on the ball and runs past defenders, she’s quite seriously, in my
opinion, the female version of Ronaldo and Messi — she’s electrifying."




PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 1.

Sam Kerr the 'female version of Ronaldo and Messi'

After being confirmed as the new Matildas captain for the 2019 Women's World Cup, Sam Kerr has
been described as the female equivalent of the football legends Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi.

Sam Kerr will lead Australia into action against New Zealand, as the Matildas hope to win the Cup of
Nations in their home country. It will be Kerr's first hit as team captain out in the green.

Kerr most recently guided Perth Glory team to the grand final and finished as the top scorer, leaving
football commentator Andy Harper in awe of her footballing ability. "We're going to be privileged to
watch an internationally recognised athlete through the prime of her career and enjoy the ride,"
Harper told.

“Hopefully things can work out with the team in the short term and they can really aim up at the World
Cup. If they do, Sam Kerr will be at the centre of what they’re achieving, and it will be thrilling viewing.
“I’ve had the privilege of watching her many, many times live through W-League and Matildas matches
and it’s exhilarating.

“When she drops the clutch, turns on the ball and runs past defenders, she’s quite seriously, in my
opinion, the female version of Ronaldo and Messi — she’s electrifying."




Student A

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 2.

The Easiest Way to Immigrate to the United States

Studying in the United States is not a direct pathway to permanent residence, but a student visa is
much easier to get than many others. And while you are in the U.S. on your course of study, you will
have a chance to network with people in your chosen industry.

Making those connections can go a long way toward getting the job offer you need to live there,
because someone who has a personal relationship with you is likely to help you get through the hoops
required to support your application for permanent residence.

In order to get a student visa for the U.S., you need to first be accepted to an approved study program.
Acceptance will put you in the Student Information System, to which you must pay a fee. After you’ve
done that, your school will issue you a form that can be used to apply for a student visa.

Your visa will be either for academic institutions, or for vocational training. Students between the ages
of 14-79 will need to attend an in-person meeting with an official at the U.S. Embassy in their own
country during the process.

If you are married or have minor children, they will need their own visas. Children are allowed to
attend school in the United States during the time that they reside there with you. Note that citizens of
Canada and Bermuda do not need visas to enter the U.S. as students.




Student B

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 2.

The Easiest Way to Immigrate to the United States

Studying in the United States is not a direct pathway to permanent residence, but a student visa is
much easier to get than many others. And while you are in the U.S. on your course of study, you will
have a chance to network with people in your chosen industry.

Making those connections can go a long way toward getting the job offer you need to live there,
because someone who has a personal relationship with you is likely to help you get through the hoops
required to support your application for permanent residence.

In order to get a student visa for the U.S., you need to first be accepted to an approved study program.
Acceptance will put you in the Student Information System, to which you must pay a fee. After you've
done that, your school will issue you a form that can be used to apply for a student visa.

Your visa will be either for academic institutions, or for vocational training. Students between the ages
of 14-79 will need to attend an in-person meeting with an official at the U.S. Embassy in their own
country during the process.

If you are married or have minor children, they will need their own visas. Children are allowed to
attend school in the United States during the time that they reside there with you. Note that citizens of
Canada and Bermuda do not need visas to enter the U.S. as students.




PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 3.

" Sightings of green snow concerns residents of a Russian city

Repeated sightings of green-coloured snow in the Russian city of Pervouralsk is deepening concern
among residents over the possible effects of pollution, poor waste management and the activities of a
nearby factory.

The most recent sighting sparked discussions between locals, many of whom believe it is caused by
emissions from a local chrome plant.

Natalya Solovey, the resident who filmed a video about this issue, told the newspapers that she
spotted the oddly-hued "poisonous snow" outside a pre-school adjacent to the factory. "The children
got sick, they had a cough and their skin turned red, with rashes on their faces," Solovey told. On social
networks, people described the situation as "scary."

But the chrome plant administration has insisted that this had nothing to do with its work. A press
spokesperson for the factory said no accidents had occurred recently, and that the green colour could
be due to the thawing of snow rather than anything dangerous.

This is not the first incident of green snow being spotted around the city. In 2016, an acid green stream
was spotted spilling out across the snow in another district close to the plant.




PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.
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" Sightings of green snow concerns residents of a Russian city

Repeated sightings of green-coloured snow in the Russian city of Pervouralsk is deepening concern
among residents over the possible effects of pollution, poor waste management and the activities of a
nearby factory.

The most recent sighting sparked discussions between locals, many of whom believe it is caused by
emissions from a local chrome plant.

Natalya Solovey, the resident who filmed a video about this issue, told the newspapers that she
spotted the oddly-hued "poisonous snow" outside a pre-school adjacent to the factory. "The children
got sick, they had a cough and their skin turned red, with rashes on their faces," Solovey told. On social
networks, people described the situation as "scary."

But the chrome plant administration has insisted that this had nothing to do with its work. A press
spokesperson for the factory said no accidents had occurred recently, and that the green colour could
be due to the thawing of snow rather than anything dangerous.

This is not the first incident of green snow being spotted around the city. In 2016, an acid green stream
was spotted spilling out across the snow in another district close to the plant.




Student A

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 4.
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=== 4‘-**‘% L~ __®8 Don't expect to have a smoke at next year's Tokyo Olympics

Tokyo is still a smoker's heaven. Despite tougher laws introduced last year, smokers still can light up in
some restaurants and bars. Tobacco advertising is allowed on television, cigarette packages don't
contain graphic health warnings, and tobacco is cheap compared to other major cities.

However, don't expect to enjoy your cigarette at next year's Tokyo Olympics. Smoking will be banned
at all indoor and outdoor venues. Organizers say the regulations are tougher than those for the last
two Summer Olympics in London and Rio de Janeiro. "Tokyo 2020 aims to improve health for the
country at large," organizers said.

Tokyo's city government enacted tougher rules last year to protect from second-hand smoke. However,
smoking is still allowed in small cafes and bars. They make up half of Japanese establishments, where
it's common to see a customer with chopsticks in one hand and a cigarette in the other.

The city's smoking policy will be reviewed in five years. But more regulation will always face opposition
despite the fact that smoking has declined in recent years.

According to World Health Organization data for 2015, 32.7 percent of Japanese males smoke,
compared to 24.4 in the United States. The highest figures were East Timor (78.0) and Indonesia (74.9),
and the lowest two were in Africa: Ethiopia (7.6) and Ghana (7.1).




Student B

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.
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! Don't expect to have a smoke at next year's Tokyo Olympics

Tokyo is still a smoker's heaven. Despite tougher laws introduced last year, smokers still can light up in
some restaurants and bars. Tobacco advertising is allowed on television, cigarette packages don't
contain graphic health warnings, and tobacco is cheap compared to other major cities.

However, don't expect to enjoy your cigarette at next year's Tokyo Olympics. Smoking will be banned
at all indoor and outdoor venues. Organizers say the regulations are tougher than those for the last
two Summer Olympics in London and Rio de Janeiro. "Tokyo 2020 aims to improve health for the
country at large," organizers said.

Tokyo's city government enacted tougher rules last year to protect from second-hand smoke. However,
smoking is still allowed in small cafes and bars. They make up half of Japanese establishments, where
it's common to see a customer with chopsticks in one hand and a cigarette in the other.

The city's smoking policy will be reviewed in five years. But more regulation will always face opposition
despite the fact that smoking has declined in recent years.

According to World Health Organization data for 2015, 32.7 percent of Japanese males smoke,
compared to 24.4 in the United States. The highest figures were East Timor (78.0) and Indonesia (74.9),
and the lowest two were in Africa: Ethiopia (7.6) and Ghana (7.1).




Student A

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 5.

Balloons found to be deadliest marine plastic for seabirds

We associate balloons with parties and fun. But while they may disappear out of sight, it turns out lost
balloons can have terrible consequences. Researchers studying the gut contents of dead seabirds found
balloon fragments is the most deadly type of plastic the birds can swallow.

The waters off Australia have the greatest diversity of seabirds in the world. Because of this diversity,
this is where the worst consequences of plastic pollution are felt. Although most plastic removed from
dead birds was degraded, researcher Lauren Roman, from the University of Tasmania, said they were
mostly party balloons. "I've removed a balloon from a bird that had 'happy birthday' written on it.”

Dr Roman examined more than 1,700 birds killed by eating plastics and found that birds that
swallowed balloon fragments were 32 times more likely to die than birds that had only eaten hard
plastics, such as Lego pieces. The reason balloons are so dangerous is that they squeeze into stomach
and get stuck. Dr Roman hypothesised that the birds may be attracted to the balloon fragments
floating on water as they resemble squid — common food for sea birds.

Although there are laws against releasing balloons into the environment, replacing plastic polymers
with biodegradable alternatives could be an option to prevent seabird deaths, researchers say.
"Balloons are made from material that will persist in the environment for a long time. Developing
material to replace those plastics is an important research issue now."




Student B

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.
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st Balloons found to be deadliest marine plastic for seabirds

We associate balloons with parties and fun. But while they may disappear out of sight, it turns out lost
balloons can have terrible consequences. Researchers studying the gut contents of dead seabirds found
balloon fragments is the most deadly type of plastic the birds can swallow.

The waters off Australia have the greatest diversity of seabirds in the world. Because of this diversity,
this is where the worst consequences of plastic pollution are felt. Although most plastic removed from
dead birds was degraded, researcher Lauren Roman, from the University of Tasmania, said they were
mostly party balloons. "I've removed a balloon from a bird that had 'happy birthday' written on it.”

Roman examined more than 1,700 birds killed by eating plastics and found that birds that swallowed
balloon fragments were 32 times more likely to die than birds that had only eaten hard plastics, such as
Lego pieces. The reason balloons are so dangerous is that they squeeze into stomach and get stuck. Dr
Roman hypothesised that the birds may be attracted to the balloon fragments floating on water as
they resemble squid — common food for sea birds.

Although there are laws against releasing balloons into the environment, replacing plastic polymers
with biodegradable alternatives could be an option to prevent seabird deaths, researchers say.
"Balloons are made from material that will persist in the environment for a long time. Developing
material to replace those plastics is an important research issue now.




Student A

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.

NO 6.

'We need more children to go by bike': meet Amsterdam's nine-year-old junior cycle mayor

During Amsterdam’s chaotic rush hour, nine-year-old Lotta Crok cycles to a very busy junction. “Look,”
she says. “There’s traffic coming from everywhere. Four trams from four different directions. For a
child on a bike that’s really confusing!”

Lotta is the first junior cycle mayor in the world and her working area is Amsterdam. It is her mission to
inspire children to cycle every day and draw attention to the obstacles that kids on bikes are facing.

You would think this is not necessary in the bicycle capital of the world. The number of bicycles in
Amsterdam is estimated at 881,000 — more than the city’s 850,000 inhabitants — and 63% of the
population cycle daily. But children who cycle face challenges, Lotta says: “The three biggest problems
for us are cars, cycling tourists and scooters. The cars take up too much space, the tourists are always
swaying side to side and stop when you least expect it, and the scooters simply run you over.”

Lotta became junior cycle mayor last year when she won a contest in which schoolchildren were asked
to come up with plans to make cycling safer. Her idea was to add children’s bikes to the bike share
programme run by the state-owned railway operator. “My parents don’t have a car, so when we go to
another city we always take the train and then a railway-bike,” she says. “But because they don’t have
bicycles for children, | have to go on the back of my father’s bike, which is a bit dangerous.”




Student B

PAIR DISCUSSION

You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner.
Your partner has also read the same news item.
You have 2 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion.
The discussion should take up to 3 minutes.
You are expected to:
- give a short summary of the text (Student A);
- exchange opinions with the partner about the news;
- comment on the events / people describe in the text;
- relate the news item to your own experience or knowledge;
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B).

Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa.

Student A and Student B read the same news item.
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item.

Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion.
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'We need more children to go by bike': meet Amsterdam's nine-year-old junior cycle mayor

During Amsterdam’s chaotic rush hour, nine-year-old Lotta Crok cycles to a very busy junction. “Look,”
she says. “There’s traffic coming from everywhere. Four trams from four different directions. For a
child on a bike that’s really confusing!”

Lotta is the first junior cycle mayor in the world and her working area is Amsterdam. It is her mission to
inspire children to cycle every day and draw attention to the obstacles that kids on bikes are facing.

You would think this is not necessary in the bicycle capital of the world. The number of bicycles in
Amsterdam is estimated at 881,000 — more than the city’s 850,000 inhabitants — and 63% of the
population cycle daily. But children who cycle face challenges, Lotta says: “The three biggest problems
for us are cars, cycling tourists and scooters. The cars take up too much space, the tourists are always
swaying side to side and stop when you least expect it, and the scooters simply run you over.”

Lotta became junior cycle mayor last year when she won a contest in which schoolchildren were asked
to come up with plans to make cycling safer. Her idea was to add children’s bikes to the bike share
programme run by the state-owned railway operator. “My parents don’t have a car, so when we go to
another city we always take the train and then a railway-bike,” she says. “But because they don’t have
bicycles for children, | have to go on the back of my father’s bike, which is a bit dangerous




